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Board of Directors 

2019-2020 

Executive 

Valerie Kenny – Co-chair 

Catherine Moher – Co-chair 

Barb Brown – Secretary 

Priscilla Dutt – Treasurer 

 

Members-at-Large 

Barb Brown – South West 

Christa Leeder – Toronto  

Terry Kelly – Toronto 

Cecelia Nisell – Toronto  

Erin O’Dacre – South West 

Jane Realmo – Central 

Cindy Smith – Central 

Chanel Tsang – South Central 

Carrie Youdell – Toronto  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mission Statement 

Family Supports Institute Ontario exists to advance the well-being of families as 

seen though the lens of the Guiding Principles of Family Support. 

 

How do we accomplish our mission? 

Our mission will be accomplished through innovative research, public policy 

dialogue, capacity building and parent engagement.  We believe all members of 

the early learning and care sector provide family support through their programs.  

Members act as catalysts, connectors and collaborators in the early learning and 

care system. 

 

The goal of all of the work that FSIO engages in centres around one basic belief, 

that all of our programs work families and children in local communities and these 

programs are committed to finding what works best for each family in their 

community, providing support how they need it, when they need it, in a manner 

in which they can access effective support. 

Our members include EarlyON Child and Family Centres (formerly Ontario Early 

Years Centre, family resource centres, Parenting and Family Literacy Centres, 

Better Beginnings, Better Futures), CAPC-CPNP programs, childcare programs, 

home childcare agencies, Child Welfare agencies, and organizations that support 

children and their families with special needs, school boards, municipalities and 

individuals that believe in the strength of families in their communities. 

FSIO continues to reach out to post-secondary students, apprenticeship 

programs, municipalities, provincial ministries and organizations that are 

interested in community-based programs and believe in the strength of 

collaboration. 

 

 

 



 

Message from the Board of Directors 

In early 2020, when the pandemic became a reality in Ontario and EarlyON Child 

and Family Centres began to close, our thoughts at FSIO turned towards the 

families who were affected as well as our practitioners in the field of family 

supports.  Families no longer had a place to go with their young children and 

practitioners in the field of family support struggled to provide meaningful 

programming for families.  Virtual programming became the means of support to 

families and children across the province.  

Our first thought was to better understand, by way of a survey, how practitioners 

were managing, what their focus was and how they were trying to continue to 

support families during this unprecedented time. We heard from 38 programs 

which represented well over 600 practitioners.  The preliminary results were 

disseminated by way of an infographic to every respondent with the final report 

still pending.  It was in light of this information, that the desire to extend our 

reach to practitioners across Ontario was born by way of holding Zoom “Town 

Hall” gatherings so that we could bring people together to share their challenges 

as well as their triumphs and identify areas of interest for future 

It enabled FSIO to bring people together to share their challenges as well as their 

triumphs and identify areas of interest for future professional learning. The 

attendance at the Town Halls has been very encouraging with topics relevant to 

the field.  Most recently our session on Outdoor Play was attended by well over 

180 practitioners and our Town Hall with the Ministry of Education’s Deputy 

Minister, Shannon Fuller and her staff team was attended by just under 300 

practitioners. The “silver lining” for FSIO, in these unprecedented times, has been 

our ability to reach out and be responsive to the needs of our practitioners across 

the Province and support them in their work with children and families. This has 

opened exciting possibilities for FSIO as we realize our role as instrumental in 

unifying the field of Family Support into one cohesive body. This is something that 

FSIO has envisioned for many years and earnestly hoped for before the roll out of 

the Early ON programs in 2018.    

 



Another important aspect of our work at the Family Supports Institute Ontario 

this year has been to more fully develop and expand our training modules for 

professionals working with families. These modules known as The Essentials of 

Family Support will be piloted in York Region in the new year either virtually or in-

person as health promotion dictates and will be available to interested 

professionals going forward. 

To reach broader regional diversity and gain greater input from across Ontario, 

the FSIO board made a concerted effort to make this happen by increasing its 

number of board members from 12 to 15 and engaging in a targeted recruitment 

strategy to invite members from across the province.  With our new board 

composition, we look forward to learning from our new members who bring 

multiple perspectives to our work thus gaining a better understanding of the 

regional challenges and how FSIO might support these in the future.  Our FSIO 

Board of Directors is also very enthused about our growing membership numbers 

and urge you to consider joining if you have not already done so, so that we can 

continue to be an even stronger voice for Family Supports across Ontario.  

We would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank our 

outgoing Board Members who have completed their tenure with FSIO.  Deepest 

gratitude goes out to Priscilla Dutt, Christa Leeder, Erin O’Dacre and Cindy Smith 

for their support and tireless efforts on behalf of family support practitioners 

across the province.    

Respectfully submitted, 

Valerie and Catherine 
 
Valerie Kenny and Catherine Moher 
Co-Chairs 
     

  

  

 


